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On behalf of the band we would like to wish all our
readers a very Happy Christmas and a prosperous and
peaceful New Year

Another Busy Year
2016 proved to be another busy time for both bands, we have again this
year performed around 55 engagements ranging from a Sunday afternoon
in the park to the shores of Lake Maggiore.
The National Finals qualifying rounds proved to be a difficult task for both
bands back in March, although we both managed to stay in our respective
1st and 3rd sections it is very important for both bands to do well in March
2016 to remain where we are.
The senior band has performed at a number of high profile concerts notably
Bradford Grammar School where we took part in Charity concert alongside
Freddie (Parrot Face) Davis. We also performed at Cleckheaton Town
Hall on two occasions once for the VE Day commemorations where there
was plenty of flag waving and singing and the other for the Yorkshire
Federation of Women’s Institutes Centenary celebrations, we played a
programme of music from each decade with pieces ranging from Coloniel
Bogey from 1914 to the Beatles in the 1960s right up to 2000’s and You
Raise me up.
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In August the senior band travelled to Lake Maggiore in Italy where and performed 3 packed out
concerts to very enthusiastic audiences, the concerts were organised by Lyndon Stacey who lives and
works in Italy and is a cornet player himself. We are really grateful to him for all the help he gave us.
We were also pleased to be invited again to the Conservative Conference in Manchester where we
played a variety of music to some high profile people.
The B Band entered a couple of entertainment contests one in Ripon Cathedral in May and came a
credible 7th out of 14 bands. The venue is lovely with the music ringing round the Cathedral.
In October the band played again at the Pogson Bray Entertainment Contest which is held at Berties
Banqueting Rooms in Elland and we managed to come away with the best 3rd section band not in the
main prizes which meant we now have another trophy in the cabinet.
Over the last 12 months we have had a few changes in both bands as members move on. We would like
to take this opportunity of thanking those players who have left us and wish them all the best.
Our Annual Concert in October was again a successful evening with a very good audience at the
Central Methodist Church in Brighouse.
This year as well as our two bands our special guests were the singing cabaret group Encore who
delighted the audience with songs from musicals and shows. Our senior band trombone player Paul
Addy is a member of the group and it was through him we invited them to come along and take part in
the concert.
Our B Band performed really well as usual with music ranging from Ralph Vaughn Williams Folk
Song Suite to the Ugly Duckling complete with our own quacking duck Jonathan Armitage. The solo
spot from the B Band was Panette Harrison playing the lovely melody Solitaire, this was Panette’s last
concert with the B Band after a successful two years.
The senior band’s performance included a selection from the very successful musical Les Miserables
which was very well received and our soloist was cornet player Alexander Murray who played Carlos
Gardel’s Tango, this was the first time Alex had played the solo out in public and he did a wonderful
job and even played with no music!
Both our principal cornet players came together in the second half with David Crisp and Panette
Harrison performing Spanish Fiesta and the concert was rounded off with both bands playing Hello
Dolly complete with singing.
Thanks to everyone who took part and we will be announcing the date for our 2016 Annual Concert in
the new year.
Left is Paul Addy
singing his solo with
Encore and right is the
not so Ugly Duckling

but our very own
beautiful swan Jonathan
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B Band Progresses
Our B Band has now been formed for 38 years, starting off with just 4 members on Saturday mornings
back in 1977 they have progressed over the years to a band of 30 players.
They form a very important part of our organisation and over the years many players have gone
through the senior band as well as moved on to Championship bands. We are very proud of the Clifton
and Lightcliffe tradition of training and encouraging players.
Our B Band performs around 20 engagements each year around the area and we are always on the
lookout for new venues for them.
They have in recent times also progressed well on the contest platform gaining prizes over the years at
such contests as the Malton Entertainment contest, the Pogson Bray contest and most notably at the
Yorkshire Area Contest where after just 4 years of competing they won the title of Best 4th Section
Yorkshire Band along with best percussion section, best soloist and youngest player. The band now
competes in the third section and we are hoping to do well in March next year when we compete again.
We like to welcome new players into the band and now we are a B Band and not a junior band we
welcome adults as well as younger players, we have instruments available for anyone wanting to learn
or take up an instrument again after a break so get in touch if you know anyone who maybe interested.
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W.I Concert in Cleckheaton Town Hall Saturday 28th November
It was over 12 months ago the Senior band was invited to help celebrate the W.I Centenary with a
concert made up of music from each of the decades.
The Women’s Institutes were formed in 1815 to revitalise our rural communities and to encourage
women to take an active role in producing food during the first world war. They are now the largest
voluntary organisation in the country and has 212,000 members in over 6,300 WI’s. The movement
has progressed from that time of producing food and is now involved in a host of activities including
arts, sports, floral arranging, photography, crafts and of course cooking.
This is a wonderful organisation who have done and continue to do excellent work, so we were very
pleased to be invited to perform for them.
As Clifton and Lightcliffe band was formed in 1838 we have quite an extensive and old library of
music so we had no difficulty in finding suitable music to cover the decades.
Starting off with a tune everyone knows Coloniel Bogey which was written in the birth of the WI
1915 we then moved on to a selection of world war tunes which got the audience tapping their feet
and singing along.
Cole Porter’s music is always popular and our choice was Anything Goes before we moved in the
1940’s with the song made famous by the Andrew sisters Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy. Derek Hoyle our
principal tuba player gave a rendition of Nellie the Elephant which was well received. We finished off
the first half in the 1950’s with Bill Haley’s Rock around the Clock.
Tea and mince pies provided much appreciated refreshments during the interval before we started
again the march West Riding which was written by Sam B Wood for Brighouse and Rastrick band
and has the tune On Ilkley moor bah tat incorporated in it, this was followed with the film music from
Ben Hur. No concert depicting the decades would be complete without some 1960’s Beatles and our
choice was Penny Lane, All I ask of you, the lovely duet from Phantom of the Opera was up next with
David Crisp and Graham Cass performing. A selection from Les Miserables another very successful
musical, Highland Cathedral from the late 1990’s and to round off the decade You Raise me up from
2003 made famous by the group Westlife.
As Christmas was only a month away we were asked if we could finish with something suitable so
Jingle Bell Rock rounded the evening off.
Brian Nicholson our Band President and resident compere did another great job with his stories and
anecdotes.
Thank you WI for inviting us to your 100th birthday and long may you
continue to do such wonderful work.
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Cleckheaton Town Hall for the WI Centenary Concert

Our two soloists below—left is Derek Hoyle
playing Nellie the Elephant and right is Alex
Murray playing Tango
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A few photographs from our busy Autumn. Below is from our Annual Concert at Central
Methodist Church Brighouse in October with both our Senior band B Band along with the singing
cabaret group Encore
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The B Band taking part in the Remembrance Day Parade in Mirfield. Part of both bands at the
Conservative Conference in Manchester in September and at Cleckheaton Town Hall for the WI

Opposite and below—getting ready for the
Santa Express from Huddersfield station to
Sheffield
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C O N TAC T S
The Bandroom—Band Headquarters, Birkhouse Road, Bailiff Bridge, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6
4EW
Musical Director—Mr John Clay 01422 201875
President—Mr Brian Nicholson 01924 490306
Secretary– Mrs Jane Clay, 260 Wakefield Road, Lightcliffe, Halifax West Yorkshire HX3 8TY
Phone 01422 201875, 07990633320, e-mail john366clay@btinternet.com
Patrons– Mrs Janet Bell, janetbell2008@hotmail.co.uk

Web-Site—www.cliftonband.co.uk

CD’s
Sale as you can see above.
The Band now has four
CD’sfor
available
The two top are £5.00 each and include a wide selection of music,
The twohas
toptwo
ones
are and
£5.00
each and
a wide
selection
Reflections
CD’s
features
bothinclude
our bands,
this
is pricedofat
music,
theour
bottom
one
ourinnewest
onewhich
whichwas
hasrecorded
two CD’s
£10.00,
and
newest
is is
Live
Concert
onand
our
features
both
our
bands,
this
is
priced
at
£10.00.
The
CD’s
areCD’s
very successful tour to Italy in August is priced at£7.50 each. All
available at
from
Secretary
orcontacting
any band member.
are available
ourthe
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the band secretary
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P AT R O N S
We have around 60 Patrons who support the band throughout the year, This scheme was set up in 2006
and we are very grateful for the support they have given over the years.
If you are interested in becoming a Patron we ask for a minimum payment of £20.00 per year which
entitles you to 2 tickets to our Annual concert held usually in the Autumn and our quarterly newsletter
telling you what the band is doing throughout the year.
Please contact our Patrons administrator Mrs Janet Bell if you would like to join, all our contact details
are in the contacts section of the newsletter.

Hello/Goodbye This time we say goodbye to senior band Bass Trombone player Vince Wright
who work now takes him away also his wife Sue who played cornet in our B band.
Also we say goodbye and thank you to Panette and Adrian Harrison who have moved on from our B
Band. Also Harry Ridler who has left the B Band to go to Birmingham University to study Music.
We welcome back Karen Williams on cornet who has been off ill for a number of months. Good to have
you back Karen.
We have a few empty chairs in our B Band if you are interested in joining us

Positions Vacant B Band
Cornet Players
Kit Player
Positions Vacant Senior Band
Bass Trombone

125 CLUB
A very valuable source of income for the band over a number of years now is our weekly 125 club draw.
Numbers are 25p each per week to purchase and a £5.00 weekly draw takes place plus three times a year
a prize of £50.00 is given at Christmas, Easter and the Summer
The funds from the 125 Club over the years has provided the band with new equipment such as music,
mutes, music stands, percussion items, ties and outdoor coats.
If you would like to join please contact either Helen Woodcock or Jane Clay for more details.

Don’t forget do your Christmas Shopping on line help and raise funds for the band
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Spotlight featuring Joanne White
When I was asked to do the spotlight I thought ‘gosh’ where do I start!
I was born onto a very musical family with both my parents, grandparents, great grandparents etc, etc
being musical and some even professional. I began to play the recorder and the piano at around the age
of five years. It was just the norm to have some sort of musical (or not so musical) noise going on in the
house.
After my older brother brought a battered old baritone home from school and after I watched him
practicing for a bit I began to pester, like little sisters do to learn to play an instrument. As I was still in
first school and there were not the opportunities to learn at that age so my dad got out his very
precious clarinet. He taught me the most important thing of all first and that was how to look after and
take care of an instrument. As I was only eight at the time I struggled to hold this what seemed an
enormous instrument, as it went right down to my knees and I had to stretch my hands what seemed
like a very long way. However I soon got the hang of it and found if I bent my knee a little it made
quite a nice bell rest! At this time Thelma Hoskins was the music teacher at the middle school next
door and as she was teaching my brother said I could go after school for lessons. She was always keen
to encourage the children to play and that’s where it all began really. She invited me to join the Wibsey
Brass and Reed band which made me feel very grown up and was a bit of a family affair as both my
brother and dad played.
When I got to the age of 11 or 12 I began to notice that if you played a brass instrument all you had to
do was take out the mouth piece and put it in the case and you were having fun and by the time you’d
taken your clarinet to bits and cleaned it through it was home time AND brass parts were a lot more
exciting to play! At this time my brother had progressed to a very good standard and was playing in
the Bradford Music Centre Brass Band conducted by this very famous man I heard lots about called Jim
Shepherd. I would go with my dad and listen to them practicing and that made my mind up I had to
play a brass instrument. That’s when I began to learn the cornet.
In 1981 Jim had so many eager players he decided to set up the Jayess Brass Band and my brother was
one of the original players along with my dad who was heavily involved with back stage stuff. So now
my goal was to be in that band. Is was a big reality check too as it meant I had to practice. So there it
was practice, practice, practice. The poor neighbours living next door to us! The only trouble was the
band was full with a long waiting list. Well it was Jim Shepherd after all! We started nagging, Why
can’t we have a junior band??? and in 1982 on the way back from the National Finals in London my
dad and Jim were discussing the possibilities of a junior band but Jim said as he didn’t have the time to
commit to another band he would have to find a conductor to help him out. They both looked down the
coach to where David Horsfield was sitting and decided to draw lots to see who was going to ask him if
he would take on the band. Dad lost! So off he went to do the deed and with no hesitation David said
“yes” That was easy!
So after the Christmas rush Jayess Junior band was set up in January 1983. I was now in Jayess juniors
but still strived to be in the Jayess band. Fun times were had by all and we were one big happy family
mostly made up of Horsfields, Shepherds and Garsides with a few others thrown in for good measure.
At this time David also became my cornet teacher going to him every week for lessons. When David
set up his publishing company Kirklees Music he no longer had the time to commit to the band and
unfortunately had to bow out from the band so it was time to look for a new conductor. I’d heard lots of
good things about two brothers called the Crisps but had absolutely no idea who they were (Sorry
David and Glenn) but that’s when we were told that David Crisp was going to be our new conductor.
David didn’t teach private lessons but put me in touch with his brother Glenn who did and he then
became my new cornet teacher. (so any bad habits I have blame Glenn!).
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I carried on my banding with Jayess juniors until the day I had been waiting for came and I was asked
to join Jayess band. I played many a contest and concert and went all over making lots of friends and
having many an experience. Some too embarrassing to mention.
Due to unfortunate circumstances in 1996 I had to suddenly stop playing. It caused a great void in my
life as all I had known for years was banding. As life went on I never thought I would every play again.
Every now and then I would get my instrument out and have a practice. I’d met my husband Stephen
by now and he was never really into brass bands. (If only he could have seen into the future!) I would
love to stop and listen at Christmas when we saw little groups out caroling and that is when I really got
a heavy heart but then life carried on and I would forget again.
In 2003 Stephanie came along and as she grew I would get my cornet out and let her have a little go in
hope she would become interested one day. When the opportunity came along at school and she asked
if she could learn I jumped at the chance so she brought an instrument home and my cornet came back
out of retirement and I would play alongside her to help and encourage her. After she had been playing
about 12 months and the opportunities at school weren’t very good I began to look for a trainer band
for her to join so she could experience all the things I had at the same age. After a bit of searching good
old dad found the Clifton band website so I rang this lovely lady called Jane Clay who was very helpful
and she invited me to bring her along to a practice. Just before the end of the call she said “ has your
daughter got any support at home?” “ Oh yes” I replied “ I used to play” “Good” was the reply” bring
your instrument too”. Think I’d just been had!
That was the start of me coming out of retirement and playing again. Since joining the band I have
worked my way through the ranks of the ‘B’ band and the senior band to my current position of 4 th man
down doing lots of exciting things and having some great experiences along the way the latest being
our trip to Italy this summer.
So to conclude thanks to Jane for getting me to walk straight into that honey trap phone call and to
both John and Jane for inviting me and my family to be part of the Clifton and Lightcliffe family.
P.S Stephen quite likes brass bands now, not that he has much choice.

Picture left shows Joanne with daughter
Stephanie on our recent trip to Lake
Maggiore

Greetings cards designed by local artist Martin
Williamson. Blank interior to suit any occasion,
complete with envelope and cellophane wrapped.
£2.00 each from band members.
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ENGAGEMENTS
SENIOR BAND
February
Saturday 6th

Hoyle Court Baildon

March
Saturday 5th/6th
Sunday 13th
Friday 18th

Area Contest St Georges Hall Bradford Morning
St Patricks Day Parade Leeds 11.00am
Craiglands Hotel Ilkley 7.00pm

April
Saturday 16th
Sunday 24th
Saturday 30th

Trinity Methodist Church Bramley Leeds 7.30pm
St Georges Day Parade Brighouse
Bailiff Bridge Community Centre (Private Function)

May
Monday 2nd
Saturday 14th

Gomersal May Day Gala Afternoon
Band Presentation Evening, Brighouse Sports Club 7.30pm

June
Friday 10th
Saturday 11th
Saturday 18th
Saturday 25th

Proms concert at Clifton
Rodley Ecumenical Church 7.30pm
Almondbury Methodist Church 7.30pm
Brighouse Gala

B BAND
March
Saturday 5th

Area Contest St Georges Hall Bradford Morning

May
Monday 2nd
Saturday 14th
Saturday 21st

Gomersal May Day Gala Afternoon
Band Presentation Evening, Brighouse Sports Club 7.30pm
Ilkley Bandstand 2.00pm

June
Saturday 11th

Scholes Church Garden Party afternoon

