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Both bands worked hard for the area contest on their respective test pieces, but
were not in the prizes this year. The senior band finished 10th in the first
section and the B Band finished 11th in the third section. Both bands have
enough points and will stay in their respective sections to try again next year.
The adjudicators for the first section were Nigel Boddice and Dr Graham
Jones and for the third section Leigh Baker and Dr Robert Childs.
Our 2nd horn player Emma Ainley aged 10 was awarded the youngest player
in the third section.
The B band had enjoyed working on the test piece Evolution—Five States of
Change by Philip Sparke which is based on Chinese philosophy and depicts
Earth-Metal-Water-Wood-Fire. Philip Sparke has very cleverly translated
these into emotions so we have five descriptive movements MeditationSorrow-Fear-Anger and Joy .
The piece was commissioned for the 4th Section Dutch National Brass Band
Championships in 2011.
John was helped to prepare the band and would like to thank David Crisp,
Kevin Wadsworth and David Horsfield for their input.
The Senior band also performed a Philip Sparke piece this one being A London
Overture.
A piece which again was commissioned for the Dutch
Championships this time in 1984. It opened majestically with a figure from
the baritones and euphoniums portraying the magnificent buildings in
London. The cornets then sound a bell effect which builds to a climax when
the opening figure returns, after a slower section there are 4 interesting and
difficult cadenzas for trombone, horn, cornet and euphonium which Philip
Sparke says represents statues of prominent people although he does not say
who this is left for the listener to decide. This is then followed by a very lively
tune based on fanfare-type sounds. Later on in the piece there is a lovely
section for the solo cornet before returning to the lively section. The piece
finishes with a presto containing the original baritone and euphonium figure
and ending with a rush of notes.
Thanks to Derek Broadbent who took two rehearsals for us and helped John
with his vast experience.
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Senior Band in Action at St Georges Hall
Evolution

Five
States of
Change

-

Evolu-

B Band at St Georges
Hall
Bottom right Krystal
Thompson
Alex Smith and Heather
Sowden
Below
B Band rehearsing
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Then and Now
As most of you will know the band has been in existence for more than 170 years and throughout that time we
have relied on the loyalty of its members. Looking back over recent years its remarkable how many of the current
group have been connected with the band in one way or another for well over 25 years.
I have been in the band now for almost 52 years (I was very young when I joined!!) and I remember so many
youngsters coming along as I did wanting to play an instrument. As time passed in 1977 our Musical
Director John Clay started our junior band and over the years we have had dozens of children pass through the
ranks. A large percentage of these went on to university, other bands or gave up playing but somehow a number
eventually worked their way back to Clifton. It is also nice to see that as well as long standing friendships forged
over the years we have been matchmakers too as we have a number of couples who later went on to marry and are
still playing with us. Recently looking through the records and photographs I have collected I was amazed at
what I found, there are too many to publish but here are a few, and look out for a few more in our newsletters.
These photographs show members who were with the band when they were every so young and what they are
like today. Between these few they have over 100 years service to the band. Enjoy looking and remember with a
smile.

Above is David and
Jill Crisp both Cornet

Below Martin Horsfield Cornet

Above David Clay Percussion
Left Helen Woodcock Percussion
Below Graham Cass Euphonium

Above Paul Addy Trombone
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Spotlight featuring Principal Cornet David Crisp
I was 12 years old when my dad and I first walked through the door at C & L’s current bandroom in Bailiff Bridge.
By the time we walked out I had in my possession a cornet and someone to teach me. He was Alf Ashmore and he
was the Principal Cornet at that time. Considering I couldn’t read music and had never played a musical
instrument I look back now to an evening that totally changed my life.
I think my first successful tune was “How much is that doggy in the window”. It took me about 6 months to be
good enough to join the band, initially on Third Cornet (we didn’t have a learners’ band then) and after 3 years I
became Principal Cornet (Alf moved down so I could sit on the “end chair”). During this time I also played with the
Queensbury Music Centre Band, conducted by Jim Shepherd. The highlight of my time with QMC was a two week
exchange trip to Gothenburg, Sweden with Jim conducting and playing a few solos at our concerts.
In February 1974 I was asked to audition for the current National Champions the Brighouse and Rastrick Band,
who won the title the previous October. On the 1st March 1974 (St David’s Day) I made my debut and in total over
two separate spells I had about 10 years with “Briggus”, which I greatly enjoyed. During those years we had
concert tours to Holland, Switzerland and Guernsey. Probably the highlights were winning the 1975 Granada
Band of the Year title at the King’s Hall, Belle Vue, Manchester and also featuring on the recording of the Floral
Dance. I have also played with the Yorkshire Imperial Band and at the 1981 Yorkshire Championships we were
placed first with 199 points out of a possible 200, beating all the Yorkshire elite including Brighouse and Black
Dyke.
In the summer of 1980 whilst helping Clifton on a band engagement I met for the first time a young Flugel Horn
player called Jill Crabtree. Over the next 4 or 5 months we went out a few times, but it was at the end of 1982 that
we met up again and have been together ever since, getting married in 1986 and we have two wonderful sons in
Mark and Alex. I rejoined Clifton in 1985 on Principal Cornet for about 10 years, and then we both had a break
from playing for a number of years due to raising two young children.
When Mark was 8 years old he started having weekly piano lessons and then on his 11th birthday declared to his
Grandma (not his mum or dad) that he would like to learn to play a cornet. He began lessons with a friend of mine
called Les Smale (previously the Principal Cornet of the Hammonds Sauce Works Band), who also taught Alex a
few year’s later.
In late 2005, we decided it was time to knock on Clifton’s door again. Coincidentally it was about the same time as
John took over as conductor of the Senior Band. John asked me to play Principal and Mark joined on Second
Cornet (he also played with the Junior Band). Alex joined the Junior Band on tenor horn a couple of year’s later and
both have progressed to their respective Principal chairs in the Senior Band. Jill was asked to help out at the Finals
in 2007 and has stayed ever since.
Jill and myself have been extremely proud of our sons who have both been members of the National Youth Brass
Band of Great Britain. Every Easter and summer we would drop them off in a different part of the country for a
week’s residential course with the NYBBGB. We would then enjoy spending a few days exploring that area of the
country.
I have been back on Principal now for about 2 years, following on from Mark and
previously Nick Walker who have both gone on to university. In total I think I have
about 25 years service with Clifton and Lightcliffe Band. I found it a huge honour to be
named the band’s Player of the Year in 2014.
Obviously I would like to mention my brother Glenn who has also
enjoyed some fantastic times in “banding” and who has returned, like
myself to his roots at our band. I think the current group of players we
have around the stand is the strongest we have ever had, allied to a
good backroom staff, Clifton and Lightcliffe Association are in a very
good position going forward.
Left David at Clifton Proms in the Paddock 2014, right is
photograph taken at Bailiff Bridge Community Centre by
Gordon Radcliffe.
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Funny Musical Terms
Tutti
Rubato
Crotchet
Time Signatures
Scales
Acciaccatura
Quaver
Subdominant
Dim
Professional
Prelude
Forte
Trill

=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=

Ice Cream
Ointment for the musician’s back
Knitting
Things for the percussion section to ignore (Sorry guys!)
Fishy things
Insects
The feeling before a rehearsal when you haven’t practised
I can’t play until I’ve asked the wife
Thick
Anyone who can’t hold down a steady job
Warm-up session before the clever stuff starts
The neighbours are out
Bird Food

Gift Aid Forms
A few weeks ago we worked through the paperwork for our patrons and members with the view of
updating and issuing where required new gift aid forms.
Gift Aid is a valuable source of income for the band and we would like if applicable for as many of our
members to fill them in. If you have not returned your form could you please do so in the next couple of
weeks as we are working on completing our next claim.
Thank you for your support.

Concert at Bradford Grammar School
On Saturday 18th April the band has been asked to participate in a Variety Show at Bradford Grammar
School commencing at 7.00pm. This is being run by the Northern Masonic Association and is in aid of
various charities.
Hosting the evening is Freddie Davies who many of you will remember as Freddie “Parrot-face Davies”.
Freddie appeared on many television shows during the 60s,70s, and 80s including Opportunity Knocks,
Sunday night at the London Palladium, The Tom Jones Show as well as the Des O’Connor Show. He has
also appeared in films including Harry Potter and the Prisioner of Azkaban in 2004.
Included in the evening along with the band is Terry Webster, the Featherstone Male Voice Choir as
well as other acts and singers. If you would like tickets to support this event they cost £15.00 each and if
you contact Jane Clay 01422 201875 some will be obtained for you.
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C O N TAC T S
The Bandroom—Band Headquarters, Birkhouse Road, Bailiff Bridge, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6
4EW
Musical Director—Mr John Clay 01422 201875
President—Mr Brian Nicholson 01924 490306
Secretary– Mrs Jane Clay, 260 Wakefield Road, Lightcliffe, Halifax West Yorkshire HX3 8TY
Phone 01422 201875, 07990633320, e-mail john366clay@btinternet.com
Patrons– Mrs Janet Bell, janetbell2008@hotmail.co.uk
Web-Site—www.cliftonband.co.uk

PRESENTATION EVENING
The Presentation Evening this year is at the Brighouse Sports Club which is a new venue to us. We
would like to see this as a reunion evening for our Patrons, family, friends and particularly past members
to come along and enjoy a get together.
If you would like to come along please send an e-mail to john366clay@btinternet.com or ring Julie
Thornton on 07803895730.
Band members—there will be a form given out at rehearsal for you to complete.
Cut off date and payment will be required no later than Friday 12th June. Get booking and lets have a
great night together.
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P AT R O N S
We have around 60 Patrons who support the band throughout the year, This scheme was set up in 2006
and we are very grateful for the support they have given over the years.
If you are interested in becoming a Patron we ask for a minimum payment of £20.00 per year which
entitles you to 2 tickets to our Annual concert held usually in September and updates of what the band is
doing throughout the year.
Please contact our Patrons administrator Mrs Janet Bell if you would like to join, all our contact details
are in the contacts section of the newsletter.

Hello/Goodbye
We say goodbye to two members of the senior band. Michael Rogers on trombone who has decided to
retire from playing for a while. Thank you Michael for your services over the years. Hope to see you
back one day.
Also Justin Bartholomew Eb Bass player. Justin is leaving due to increased work commitments. We
thank him for his service to the band and wish him all the best.
We sadly say goodbye to Emma Ainley our youngest member of the B Band. Emma has decided to stop
playing and is busy with other interests, we hope she comes back to playing her tenor horn sometime in
the future.

Positions Vacant B Band
Back Row Cornets
Soprano

Positions Vacant Senior Band
Eb Bass

100 CLUB
A very valuable source of income for the band over a number of years now is our weekly 100 club draw.
Numbers are 25p each per week to purchase and a £5.00 weekly draw takes place plus three times a year
a prize of £50.00 is given at Christmas, Easter and the Summer
The funds from the 100 Club over the years has provided the band with new equipment such as music,
mutes, music stands, percussion items, ties and outdoor coats.
At the moment it is proving very popular and we have people waiting for numbers so we are extending it
to 125 weekly numbers. If you would like to join please contact either Helen Woodcock or Jane Clay for
more details.
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Evening with Roger Davies at Bailiff Bridge Community Centre
An almost full audience were delighted to be at an evening with local Singer songwriter Roger Davies on
Friday 20th February. Everyone was welcomed by our Band President Brian Nicholson.
Roger started the evening off with his song Brighouse on a Saturday Night which he performed with the
band at a concert in Huddersfield Town Hall in 2013. He has just released his new CD ‘Local Radio’
which includes Raised on Rock and Roll, Waltz with me one more time Georgina and The Grand Depart
based on the Tour De France which was seen around Yorkshire last year.
Roger sang for around 50 minutes after which there was an interval including refreshments and a raffle.
He started again with requests from an enthusiastic audience and included songs about the M62 and even
Lilly Fogg!
The evening raised over £350 for the band funds, Brian thanked Roger for a great night and hoped he
would come and entertain us again. Thanks also went to Julia Wood and husband Rob for organising the
event.
Roger is available for parties, weddings and concerts and along with details of his new CD can all be
found on his web-site www.rogerdaviesmusic.com
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Christmas Fund Raising

Pa g e 9

By Jane Clay

Christmas is always a busy time for brass bands and 2014 for us was no exception.
Everyone loves to hear a band at this time of year accompanying the carols and
generally adding to the festive cheer.
Christmas is also an important time when bands can replenish the coffers to purchase equipment for the
new concert season.
December 2014 both our bands were busy and took part in 19 events ranging from carols at the supermarkets, carol services and full evening concerts. Over the month the band funds were boosted by over
£4,500 which was a great effort all round.
Since the 1930’s Clifton band has played carols around the Lightcliffe area on Christmas morning and this
year was no exception. I remember going as a young player to the band room for 9.00am in full uniform
and setting off with carol book in hand and collecting boxes at the ready.
We would work our way into Lightcliffe and call on the President, Vice Presidents and Trustees at the
time, these were usually local business men and influential people who lived in the area.
I remember calling at the home of the Brookes family who owned the stone quarry in Lightcliffe which
was formed in 1840, in 1898 they patented the non-slip paving stone which enabled them to expand
worldwide. They even had their own branch train line from the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway.
Sadly like many companies they eventually closed and sold the majority of its land at Lightcliffe to the
electrical company Phillips now owned by Crosslee since 1986.
William Brooke and the family who owned the quarry had been closely connected with the band since
1932, when we called and played their favourite carols the men in the band would be offered cigars and
cigarettes from a silver box and the youngsters would be given chocolates like we had never seen before
from big boxes with ribbons around them, we were under strict instructions to only take one!!!
There were lots of stops like this one including Lydgate House owned by the Whitehead family, Edward
being our President until recently when he very sadly passed away.
The care home Longlands on Leeds and Whitehall Road was also a regular where the matron used to
give us steaming coffee with rum from her trolley which was full of cups, jugs and chocolate biscuits, it
was delicious on a cold wintery morning.
I also remember as a child going to ‘Kingston’ which was the home of the Denham family who were band
trustees. The older bandsmen used to tell us if the family heard us coming down the drive they would
not answer the door, so we used to creep down as quietly as we could (which afterwards you realised was
impossible as they had a gravel drive!!).
Mrs Denham would come to the door with a list of her favourite carols which we would play for her.
Chris Helme my brother who was in the band before me also tells a story about playing one Christmas
morning and the band finished at the top end of Lightcliffe tired out, and with a few sherries inside them
the thought of walking all the way back to Bailiff Bridge was not very attractive, however just then a bus
came by, (yes they did run on Christmas morning) the members duly flagged the bus down and asked if
they could have a lift to Bailiff. None of the members had enough money for the fare and certainly could
not break the seals on the collecting boxes so offered to play carols on the bus to the delight of the driver,
conductor and the few passengers. I am not sure you would get away with that today.
I remember these times fondly and hope this long tradition of Christmas morning carols continues for
many years.
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The Rise of the Phoenix include
Death or Glory
MacArthur Park
Benedictus, Graham Cass on Euphonium
New York New York
Solitaire, David Crisp on Cornet
Over the Rainbow, Rachel Crisp Vocalist
Shrek
Londonderry Air
The Rise of the Phoenix

The Lost Chord includes
Harmony Heaven
Suite Gothique, Band and Neil Taylor on Organ
Grandfathers Clock, Alex Crisp on Tenor Horn
The Lost Chord
Blue John, Michael Rogers on Trombone
True and Trusty, B Band
I Will follow Him, B Band
Grand March from Scipio, Band and Organ

Pieces on the Reflections CD includes
Senior band pieces
Pateley Bridge
Nights in White Satin
Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy
I’ll Walk with God
Trumpets Wild, featuring Cornets
Merry Peasants, featuring Bass section
B Band pieces
Imperial Echos
My Love is like a Red, Red Rose, Harry Ridler
Tenor Horn
Three Spanish Impressions
As well as others.

The band now has three CD’s for sale. The Rise of the Phoenix and The Lost Chord priced at £5.00 each
plus postage and packaging. Our new double CD Reflections was released in December 2014 and features both our Senior band ‘B’ Band and is priced at £10.00 plus postage and packaging.
If you would like a copy of any of these CD’s please contact the Secretary Jane Clay on 01422 201875.
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ENGAGEMENTS SENIOR BAND
April
Saturday 18th
Sunday 26th

Bradford Grammar School 7.00pm
St Georges Day Parade Brighouse

May
Saturday 9th
Saturday 16th

Cleckheaton Town Hall VE Day Concert 2.00pm
St Matthews Church, Lightcliffe 7.30pm

June
Saturday 6th
Saturday 13th
Saturday 20th
Saturday 27th

Ilkley Bandstand 2.00—4.00pm
Ecumenical Church Rodley 7.30pm
Moravian Church Bailiff Bridge Proms 7.30pm
Brighouse Gala

July
Friday 3rd
Sunday 5th
Saturday 18th

Hoyle Court Baildon
Brighouse March Contest
Wedding in Manchester afternoon/early evening

August
Wednesday 5th—12th Lake Maggiore Italy
Sunday 23rd
Pudsey Park 2.30pm

B BAND
APRIL
Sunday 26th

St Georges Day Parade Mirfield

May
Monday 4th
Saturday 30th

May Day Fayre Gomersal 2.00pm
Ripon Entertainment Contest Afternoon

June
Saturday 13th
Sunday 14th

Scholes Church Gala Afternoon
Vintage Railway Day Oxenhope Afternoon

July
Sunday 5th
Sunday 26th

Brighouse March Contest
Westroyd Park Farsley 2.30pm

August
Saturday 15th
Sunday 16th

Upper Hopton Heritage Day
Pudsey Park 2.30pm

