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     BOTH BANDS FAIL TO IMPRESS JUDGES  
The Yorkshire area qualifying rounds for the National Championships were 
make or break this year for both bands. 

On the weekend of 5th and 6th March both bands were competing at St  
Georges Hall in Bradford.  The senior band competing in the first section and 
the B band in the third section. 
 

Rehearsals had been going well for both bands on their test pieces with Essay 
by Edward Gregson for the seniors and Cambrian Suite by Michael Ball for 
the B band.  It was important for both bands to finish in the top six to retain 
their position in their respective sections but unfortunately this was not to be. 
 

The senior band finished 12 out of 13 bands and the B band were 11th out of 
12.  Not a good result for either band. The remarks were pretty good from the 
adjudicators but obviously not good enough for a mention.  So as from 1st     
January 2017 the senior band will compete in the second section and the B 
band in the fourth. 

Competing as we all know is a funny thing in any event, it can be surprising, 
unpredictable, disappointing and elating.  We do it to try and better ourselves 
from a personal and team point of view but it must also been seen as not the  

ôb all and end allõ of what we are doing.  The main purpose of any musical 
group is to make music and entertain. 
 
Most bands taking part have since Christmas spent hours practicing trying to 
perfect their piece of music but despite all the time spent it all comes down to 
what happens on the day.  As with all performers we have our own customs 
and superstitions before the big day.   
 

I know that opera singers have a tradition of looking for a bent nail in the 
theatre which is supposed to bring good luck and a great performance , this 
stemmed from when Luciano Pavarotti was singing early in his career and did 
not have a lucky talisman, as he walked through the wings of the theatre he 
spotted a bent nail on the floor which he slipped in his pocket.  From then on 
stagehands are known for scattering bent nails around the theatre for the 
singers. 
 
I was reading a couple of interesting and amusing articles in the Bandsman 
and Brass Band World magazines about the strange things we do running up 
to the contest we clean our  instruments but only on the outside so as not to 
interfere with the tuning.   
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We avoid eating too much on the morning of the contest as this affects the breathing, nothing too salty as 
it dries the mouth as does alcohol, some like to clean their teeth before playing.  Not listening to any 
other band performing in your section as you may be brainwashed!  Finding your lucky items, James 
Gourlay said in the Bandsman some have lucky underpants only to be worn on contest day !!! 
 

John did find his although too small for him now he sported them in his top pocket like a fancy          
handkerchief much to the amusement of the band.  He decided after the results they did not do their job 
so they are now assigned to the rag bag. 
 

Contest day usually brings a warm up rehearsal for the band at some unearthly hour in a strange hotel 
room.  Hymn tune to get everything moving and a quick tune up before a ôtop and tailõ of the test piece, 
we go over any bits that are still giving cause for concern (although its getting a bit late now for that). 
Then, THE DRAW, we wait in anticipation for the telephone call from our able volunteer who we have 
sent for the draw and told them in no uncertain terms not to come back if they draw number one.  
 

No-one seems to want the dreaded number one ôwho ever wins off number one anywayõ well both our  
senior and B band have done so in the past so maybe a number one draw is not that bad after all and if 
your section is first thing in the morning you can have a warm up on stage playing the National Anthem.  
Equally we donõt want to be last on as we have to hang around all day waiting and this is not good for the 
nerves, also will the judges still be awake at the end of so many performances or will they have they lost 
the will to live by then.  I am sure that is not the case they do a fantastic and difficult job, they will be the 
prize winners best friends until the next contest and will require a fast getaway car for the rest of the 
bands. 
 

So all said and done no doubt we will continue to compete which I believe we should and continue to do 
our funny rituals beforehand.  Now! where did I put that bent nail ?                By Jane Clay  

 

 

 

 

 

Top left B Band on Stage, above St Georges 
Hall Bradford 

Left Pam helping Allan with his tie !! 
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                                 Little Gomersal May Day Gala 
For the 15th year the B band was invited to play at the Little Gomersal May Day Fair at the Wheatsheaf 
Pub.  The fair had the usual wide range of stalls including plants and produce, face painting, tombola and 
bric a brac. 

The weather this year set off quite windy and drizzly but after a little while the sun began to shine and 
this brought out the crowds and the ice cream. 

Our B band played three spots during the afternoon and the organisers always put out seats in front of 
the band with notices saying reserved for the Clifton and Lightcliffe B Band appreciation society which 
always raises a smile.  The seats by the way were full. 

Funds raised from the day help pay for the Christmas Tree and an evening of community carol singing in 
the village as well as other events throughout the year.  We are grateful to the organisers for asking the 
band once again and they have already booked us for 2017. 

 

 

Who are these two ?  The weather was not that bad, as 

you can see by Janeõs face the sun has just come out  
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                       Cleckheaton Town Hall Sunday 17th April 2016 
The band were invited by the Spenborough Branch of the Royal British Legion on Sunday afternoon  
17th April to give a concert in celebration of Her Majesty Queen Elizabethõs 90th Birthday. 

There was a packed audience of enthusiastic revellers who wanted to raise the roof with their singing. 

The concert was compered by our Band President Brian Nicholson who provided the audience with his 
usual witty comments.  There was also a surprise visit by the young dances from the Elaine Howarth 
Centre Stage School in Cleckheaton who danced around the Town 
Hall to the music of ABBA. 

The band finished off the second half with the traditional Last 
Night at the Proms  music and there was plenty of singing and 
flag waving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we played happy birthday for Her Majesty a birthday cake was 
brought on stage by Olivia Roche and as we sang happy birthday 
again she blew out the candles.  After the concert the cake was cut 
up and the audience members each took a piece home 


